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IMPACT OF COVID 19 

ON TEXTILE 

INDUSTRY 

                                                    
BY: Shubhanghi Bareja (VI sem) 
 
The textile sector is highly unorganized. The 
government has initiated special measures to 
help ameliorate the conditions in the textile 
sector due to the Covid pandemic and to boost 
production, marketing, and job opportunities 
in the sector. The government has conducted a 
study on the ‘Impact of Covid-19 pandemic on 
Indian silk industry’ to ascertain the crisis 
caused to the sector. The industry has faced 
various problems of production, cocoon, and 
raw silk prices, transportation problem, non-
availability of skilled workers, sale of raw silk 
and silk products, working capital and cash 
flow, reduced export/import orders, besides 
restrictions.  
 
The government has conducted a Symposium 
with textile Export Promotion Councils and 
other industry stakeholders for finalizing a list 
of potential export products against which 
exports of textile and apparel can be enhanced. 
The list of potential export products was 
shared with the Indian Mission abroad for the 
identification of potential buyers in the 
respective countries. To make the textile 
sector competitive by rebating all taxes/levies 
in the international market, the Government 
has decided to continue the RoSCTL (Rebate 
of State and Central Taxes and Levies) scheme 
until such time the RoSCTL scheme is merged 
with Remission of Duties and Taxes on 
Exported Products (RoDTEP) scheme. For 
this purpose, the Government has approved ad 
hoc allocation of funds of Rs. 7398 crores for 
FY 2020-21 for issuance of duty credit scrips 
under the RoSCTL scheme. Further, to boost 
exports in the MMF sector, the Government 
has  
 
 
 

removed anti-dumping duty on PTA (Purified 
Terephthalic Acid), a key raw material for the 
manufacture of MMF fibre and yarn. To 
mitigate the effect of the COVID-19 pandemic 
on trade, this Ministry has taken up the various 
trade facilitation related issues raised by the 
industry stakeholders from time to time with 
the concerned Ministries for early redressal 
 
The Government of India has also announced 
a special economic package viz. Atma Nirbhar 
Bharat Abhiyaan for boosting the economy of 
the country and making India self-reliant. 
Relief and credit support measures have been 
announced for various sectors. The weavers & 
artisans can avail benefits of these relief and 
credit support measures to revive their 
businesses which have suffered due to 
lockdown necessitated by the Covid-19 
pandemic. 
 
A special measure to alleviate the difficulties 
of beneficiaries under Amended Technology 
Upgradation Funds (ATUFS) was initiated in 
the Ministry of Textiles during the COVID 
pandemic. Under this measure, an option has 
been extended to the applicants, where the 
physical examination of the machinery by the 
Joint Inspection Team (JIT) has been 
completed, to avail their subsidies released on 
submission of Bank Guarantee. The advance 
release of subsidy against bank guarantee is 
met from the regular budget allocation under 
ATUFS. 
The Government of India has also announced 
a special economic package viz. Atma Nirbhar 
Bharat Abhiyaan for boosting the economy of 
the country and making India self-reliant. 
Relief and credit support measures have been 
announced for various sectors. The weavers & 
artisans can avail benefits of these relief and 
credit support measures to revive their 
businesses which have suffered due to 
lockdown necessitated by the Covid-19 
pandemic. 
Apart from the above special economic 
package, the Ministry of Textiles has taken  
 
the following initiatives for the benefits of  
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handloom weavers and artisans across the 
country: - 
 

1. To support the handloom and 
handicraft sectors and to enable a 
wider market for handloom 
weavers/artisans/producers, steps have 
been taken to onboard 
weavers/artisans on Government e-
Marketplace (GeM) to enable them to 
sell their products directly to various 
Government Departments and 
organizations. 

2. To promote e-marketing of handloom 
products, a policy framework was 
designed and under which any willing 
e-commerce platform with a good 
track record can participate in online 
marketing of handloom products. 
Accordingly, 23 e-commerce entities 
have been engaged in the online 
marketing of handloom products. 

3. A social media campaign 
#VocalHandmade was launched on the 
6th National Handloom Day by the 
Government, in partnership with all 
stakeholders, to promote the handloom 
legacy of India and to ensure people’s 
support for the weaving community. It 
has been reported that the social media 
campaign has resulted in the renewed 
interest of the Indian public in 
handlooms and several e-commerce 
players have reported an increase in 
the sale of Indian handloom products. 

4. The Ministry of Textiles has requested 
the Chief Ministers of all States and 
UTs to instruct their State Handloom 
Corporations/Cooperatives/Agencies 
to make purchases of the finished 
inventory available with the handloom 
weavers/artisans to put some ready 
cash in the hands of the weavers to 
enable them to meet their household 
needs. 

 
 

5. In the face of the unprecedented 
Covid-19 pandemic, it is not feasible  
 

to hold conventional marketing events 
such as exhibitions, meals, etc. To deal 
with this crisis, the Government 
endeavours to provide online 
marketing opportunities to our 
weavers and handloom producers. 

 
Taking a step towards realizing “Atma 
Nirbhar Bharat”, the vision of our Hon’ble 
Prime Minister, Handloom Export Promotion 
Council has endeavoured to virtually connect 
the Handloom Weavers and exporters from 
different corners of the country with the 
International Market. 
With more than 200 participants from 
different regions of the country showcasing 
their products with unique designs and skills, 
THE INDIAN TEXTILE SOURCING FAIR 
was organized on 7, 10, and 11th August 2020. 
The show has attracted considerable attention 
from International Buyers. 
 

1. Design Resource Centres are being set 
up in Weavers Service Centres 
(WSCs) through NIFT to build and 
create design-oriented excellence in 
the Handloom Sector and to facilitate 
weavers, exporters, manufacturers, 
and designers for creating new 
designs. 

2. Apart from the above initiatives, the 
Ministry of Textiles is implementing 
various schemes through the Offices of 
Development Commissioner 
(Handlooms) for the overall 
development of handlooms and the 
welfare of handloom weavers across 
the country. The Scheme details are as 
under: - 

 
• National Handloom Development 

Programme (NHDP) 
• Comprehensive Handloom Cluster 

Development Scheme (CHCDS) 
• Handloom Weavers’ Comprehensive 

Welfare Scheme (HWCWS) 
• Yarn Supply Scheme (YSS) 

 
Under the above schemes, financial assistance  
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is provided for raw materials, purchase of 
looms and accessories, design innovation, 
product diversification, infrastructure 
development, skill development, lighting 
units, marketing of handloom products, and 
loan at concessional rates. 
 
This information was given in a written reply 
by the Union Minister of Textiles, Smt. Smriti 
Zubin Irani in Rajya Sabha.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE SECRET 

INGREDIENTS OF 

MARKETING 
 
-BY Dristi Singh (IV sem) 
 

We are in the 21st century and living a digital 
life where when we talk about Digital 
Marketing, most people just focus on the 
digital aspects of it, where they forget that the 
marketing is the same and only the medium is 
Digital. 
That's the whole point instead of talking about 
mediums, we are going to talk about 
Marketing but along with that, we will learn 
something more about how to take advantage 
of being Digital!! 
 
THE FUNDAMENTALS OF 

MARKETING - WITH DEEP ASPECT 

 

Marketing is Science or Art? 
Tell me what you think? I want to know! 
What I think is "Marketing is based on 
science". 
WHAT?? I Am kidding, right? 
NOPE, I am not. 
How is this possible? It is.  
Ok, tell me, what makes a business 
successful? 
A great product? Or great marketing? 
What you think let me know? 
 I think both, 
With a bad product, great marketing is waste, 
“IF DOGS DON’T LIKE YOUR DOG 
FOOD, 
THE PACKAGING DOESN'T MATTER”-
STEPHEN DENNY 
and 
with a good product, bad marketing skills is 
waste 
"YOU HAVE THE TALENT, 
BUT DON'T KNOW HOW TO SHOW THE 
WORLD"  
Told you I am not kidding, 
Marketing is based on science and starts 
before creating products it starts with  
 
 

MANAGEMENT TERMS 

• Blueprint - a plan for achieving or 

improving something 

 

• Bidding -to offer to pay a particular 

price for something, for example a 

company in a takeover or to offer to 

do work or provide services for a 

fixed price, in competition with 

others 

 

• Boom- a time when business activity 

increases rapidly, so that the 

demand for goods increases, prices 

and wages go up, and 

unemployment falls  

 

• Economies of scale - the advantages 

that a bigger factory, shop, etc has 

over a smaller one because it can 

spread its fixed costs over a larger 

number of units and thus produce or 

sell things more cheaply 

 

• Incremental - an incremental process 

is one where things happen in small 

steps  
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understanding the customer and their needs. 
Marketing is not only about selling products 
it's about sending the right message, to the 
right person at the right time.  
It is more of a scientific aspect than just an art. 
 
Let's talk about WORLDWIDE WAITER 
 

 
 
Michael Adelberg and Craig Cohen Founder 
of Worldwide waiter (first food online 
delivery company in the World) reason behind 
starting this amazing service their main focus 
was 
delivering for corporate business mealtime 
orders and catered meals. 
 Now that is the right product that was 
launched back then in 1995 at the right time 
which complete needs of the customer. 
In India, Swiggy and Zomato are leading food 
aggregators made this service very easy for 
people who don't have time to cook or want to 
eat home-cooked meals, order just with the 
help of an application on the phone (First 
application for food delivery was developed in 
China). 
 Every new business has some bad impact on 
other businesses Like Food delivery did not 
just make people lazy it also made a major 
impact on the traditional restaurant industry. 
 Hence, what I am trying to prove here is 
Marketing starts before product development 
it starts with understanding customer needs. 
 And marketing not just helps discover the 
product, but also a good perception about the 
product. 
 
 |INGREDIENT: Marketing is based on 
science which starts before creating  
 
 
 

products. Marketing starts with 
understanding the customer and their needs| 
 |INGREDIENT: Marketing is a game of 
experiment some things work and some 
don't| 
 
 Ok, if you are into Marketing, I'm sure you 
know what is a brand? 
The purpose of marketing is to build a brand 
and capture a position in the minds of the 
customer.  
Have you heard of Amul? 
"Amul milk" Popped up in your mind 
Isn't it? 
This is the actual power of Brand 
So, excited to know  
 
HOW BRAND CAN MAKE YOU SICK? 

let's see how Brand becomes successful. 
 
AMUL-THE TASTE OF INDIA 

 

How Amul build a strong brand? 

Amul follows the Branded House Architecture 
way, wherein whatever they promote; they 
promote it under one common brand name – 
Amul. The prime focus is on promoting the 
parent brand rather than individual products 
which helps them gain more brand visibility. 
 Why Amul is successful? 
Amul has constantly been innovating – be it 
launching new products, creative marketing 
campaigns, or challenging traditional societal 
trends to come up with better ones. 
Scared or excited it is never going to be a  
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smooth path for building a STRONG 
BRAND. It is not about playing a video game 
And If you take any wrong turn and don't have 
a clear vision and strategy Brand is going to 
make you sick. 
 
|INGREDIENT: You have to be the leader of 
your area either be the leader of the category 
or sub-category| 
|INGREDIENT: Don't be No 1, be the only 
one| 
 
 Now that we have learned marketing 
fundamentals, what are the actual ways of 
marketing? 
 
TRADITIONAL MARKETING VS. 

DIGITAL MARKETING - WHAT 

EXPERTS ARE SAYING? 

 

 
 
Over the past decades, marketing has been 
there and will be there till the last day of the 
Earth. 
 
Between the tried-and-true strategies of 
traditional marketing and the new and 
innovative strategies of digital marketing, 
there are many ways for businesses to capture 
the attention of their audiences. 
 
But which strategy works best? Which one 
should businesses focus on? 
Traditional marketing encompasses the 
marketing methods that can be used without 
the internet. These are the methods that have 
been around for decades and are typically used 
less often now.  
 
You have must have seen TV ads, RADIO  
 
 
 

ads, NEWSPAPER ads or banners, etc All  
these are examples of Traditional marketing. 
On the other side, Digital marketing strategies 
evolve quickly because of trends and new 
technology. These strategies include those that 
require the use of the internet or smartphones. 
They haven’t been around as long as 
traditional methods, but they certainly pack a 
punch. 
 
Social media ads, Google ads, Facebook ads, 
SEO, Content marketing, Email marketing or 
SEM, etc these are examples of Digital 
marketing. 
 
So which strategy wins when comparing 
Traditional or Digital marketing? 
Living in a digital era where everyone has 
internet and smartphone, and they spend most 
of the time on the internet a.k.a Social media, 
in short, your potential customer is on a Digital 
platform then it is very obvious Digital 
marketing is the winner. 
 
Does this mean traditional marketing is dead? 
What do you think, let me know? 
If you ask me, honestly talking about Indians, 
the trust level on traditional marketing is more 
in Comparison with Digital marketing. 
And Trust is the most important factor of 
marketing, and digital marketing is lacking 
trust due to lots of fraud. Then without any 
doubt, traditional marketing is the winner. 
 
GOT CONFUSED? 
OK, let’s not make this hard for you 
 I believe the answer is IT DEPENDS. 
It depends on your business, audience, and 
other factors. 
Know where your potential customer is, how 
you can provide them value by your product, 
and Choose wisely the right strategy for your 
business. 
 
|INGREDIENTS: TRADITIONAL 
MARKETING AND DIGITAL 
MARKETING BOTH HAVE THEIR 
IMPORTANCE ACCORDING TO NEEDS| 
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Done with marketing, 
Done with successful Brand, 
Done with marketing strategy  
What now? 
Time for customers 
 
 
Want to Win customer interest? 
But, how? 
I know how, but Warning: NO 

SHORTCUTS 

 
Let's check out! 
THE ONE MARKETING FUNNEL YOU 

WILL EVER NEED! 

 

Marketing Funnel is the strategy you need for 
winning customer interest, not the customer 
itself. 
 And every individual has his/her interest and 
this unique Marketing funnel is invented for 
winning customer interest. The CATT 

funnel was invented by our mentor and no. 1 
Digital Marketer DEEPAK 

KANAKARAJU. 
 Ready for the Top secret?? 
Let's go!!! 
 

 
 
Let’s first understand, What CATT stands for? 
•C- Content 
•A-Attention 
•T-Trust 
•T-Transaction  
 

CONTENT IS AN UMBRELLA covering a 
set of strategies and techniques to attract 
customers in your niche. 
Content is king in the marketing world. 
Content is how one builds credibility. 
The goal of Content is to optimize business 
value and customer value-creating and 
updating relevant interesting content in form 
of Video, Photo, webinars in the most timely, 
valuable, connected, personalized, and 
optimized way to win Customer' attention.  
 THINK, Will you ever pay attention to things 
that don't provide you any value or don't solve 
your problems? 
No, you will not. 
 We pay attention to content that provides us 
value and solutions and when we pay 
attention, we build Trust. 
People will not buy from you if they don't trust 
you. Trust is the most important aspect of the 
business. 
This trust leads the customer to buy a 
service/product from you which will solve 
their problems. 
 
That's the top-secret I was talking 
about WEALTH = n^(CATT) for building a 
successful brand. 
 
 Here n is your niche i.e., the particular 
problem you are working on. 
Well, most of the factors depend on your niche 
as well. 
Not understood yet? 
Let's take a real-life example of mine. 
Back then, in 2020 when the whole world was 
suffering due to global lockdown and sitting 
inside home. 
I decided to work on my skills for a better 
career, and I wanted to learn Digital 
marketing. 
So, I started online browsing, I found plenty of 
sources in the form of video, content, books 
but none of them were sufficient for me as a 
new bee.  
I was so confused that's when the Digital 
Deepak Internship program crossed  
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my path Deepak's CONTENT was so  
attractive and brings me to his blog, video. 
His blogs are so well written I started 
giving ATTENTION, so as Videos were 
amazing. 
 
Then I searched more about him I came across 
his DIGITALDEEPAK INTERNSHIP 
PROGRAM, where he claims we will get our 
cashback by completing assignments.  
Trust me! Firstly, I was thinking wow! 
Then I thought why someone will give us our 
cashback how he will get a profit? 
And for the next 3months I started following 
him, read reviews of students, read his blogs, 
attended a webinar, and the value he provides 
that's where he won my TRUST. 
 
 And then I enrolled (TRANSACTION) for 
his internship program. 
 
Why I choose DIGITALDEEPAK 
INTERNSHIP PROGRAM? 
The main difference between Deepak 
Internship and Other Internships is we do 
things practically after learning every week 
and that's the thing I always wanted. 
I had never imagined even I can write that too 
this much long article on Marketing, but I am 
writing just because of Deepak. He is one of 
the best digital marketers in India.  
Why you need this funnel? 
I don't think so I have to answer this question. 
Do I? 
Rather than seeing this as a just Funnel of 
success see it as a funnel of steps taken by your 
customers to buy your product. 
 
|INGREDIENT: TRUST AND ATTENTION 
IS KEY TO YOUR SUCCESSFUL 
BUSINESS| 
 
Now, what is the best way to do this? 
Let's figure it out? 
HOW INTEGRATED DIGITAL 
MARKETING COULD HELP YOU WIN 
THE GAMES OF THRONES? 
Confused? About what GAMES OF  
 
 

THRONES or INTEGRATED DIGITAL 
MARKETING? 
OK calm down! Just kidding! 
I can't tell you how to win GAMES OF 
THRONES but, I can tell you 
 
HOW INTEGRATED DIGITAL 
MARKETING COULD HELP YOU WIN 
YOUR AUDIENCE, 

 

 
Now the thing is Instead of using one specific 
digital marketing model why don't we use all? 
I mean not all but most of them increase the 
visibility of your product/service. 
Does this sound so hard? 
I know managing everything together is very 
hard. 
But in the era of technology instead of being 
scared why don't you go and search and know 
how you can do everything together? 
Well, Thanx to technology we have an 
automated system 
 
 √ You can use EMAIL MARKETING 
AUTOMATION for sending more than 100+ 
audience emails at the same time. 
√ You can use LEAD NURTURING for 
tracking, segment, and communicate with 
leads to convert them from a prospect to a 
paying customer. 
√ You can use SOCIAL MEDIA 
AUTOMATION for posting and tracking your 
content performance. 
There are many more. 
When we have all these things available then 
why not go for Integrated digital marketing? 
Each marketing method such as Content 
Marketing, SEO, Email Marketing, and  
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Social Media Marketing is powerful on its 
own, but when they are combined uniquely, its 
power goes up exponentially and this is called 
INTEGRATED DIGITAL MARKETING. 
 
|INGREDIENT: THE BEST WAY TO DO 
DIGITAL MARKETING IS BY 
INTEGRATING IT| 
 
Now, what is the ultimate goal of Marketing? 
Sales? Yeah obviously! 
But tell me Are you willing to be known by 
your product or you want people to know your 
product by your name? 
Some people can answer this question in a 
matter of seconds, while it may take others a 
lifetime to figure out.  
Let me start by stating that the ultimate goal of 
marketing is creating a strong brand. 
If you want to make an impact in the world 
let's go deeper and understand! 
 
PERSONAL BRANDING- BUILD YOUR 
EMPIRE 
 

 
 
Creating a personal brand can be a daunting, 
mythical task. 
And one of the easiest ways to get lost in the 
process is to not know where to start. 
This MASSTRUST Blueprint is provided by 
DEEPAK KANAKARAJU. This will help 
everyone out there in building a strong 
personal brand. 
Follow steps 
1.LEARN- the skill of your interest. 
Understand the concept, Remember facts, and 
Practice Procedure. 
2.WORK- Implement your knowledge in the 
corporate world and gain experience. 
3.BLOG-Write about your experience and the  
 
 
 
 

values you want to provide your audience. 
4.CONSULT-Become a consultant and help 
brand and business grow. 
5.MENTOR-Educate people who want to 
learn skills. 
6.STARTUP- Time to Build your service or 
product. 
And then REPEAT this process. 
 "YOUR BRAND IS WHAT PEOPLE SAY 
ABOUT YOU WHEN YOU ARE NOT IN 
THE ROOM" 
 
Putting efforts into personal branding will be 
worthwhile. 
Have you heard about ELON MUSK, 
RATAN TATA, or MARK ZUCKERBERG? 
The power of personal branding they must not 
aware of companies they have or how many 
businesses they run but they know these 
personalities. 
 
There is a reason why personal branding is 
very powerful. It is fact people trust a person 
more than a corporate, logo, or anything else. 
When you trust the person, you will 
automatically trust their brand. 
One of the best-known Digital marketing 
agencies I came across in India is PixelTrack. 
Why I trust PixelTrack? 
The personal branding efforts done by 
DEEPAK KANAKARAJU won my Trust. 
I trust DEEPAK KANAKARAJU and that's 
the reason I trust every service/product he 
provides to his audience. 
Can you now feel the power of Personal 
branding? 
 
|INGREDIENT: THE BEST-KNOWN 
WILL ALWAYS BEAT THE BEST| 
|INGREDIENT: PEOPLE WANT TO 
HEAR FROM PEOPLE, NOT FROM 
BRANDS| 
 
Personal Branding can give rise to many 
brands from his/her influence. 
YOU ARE LOSING MONEY BY NOT 
KNOWING THE IMPORTANCE OF 
COMMUNICATION 
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Beth Comstock said 
“YOU CAN’T SELL ANYTHING,  
IF CAN’T TELL ANYTHING” 
Communication skill plays a vital role in 
Marketing. Communication can be in any 
language, don’t mix language skills with 
communication skills. You just have to master 
your communication skill it can be in any 
language. 
 
With the help of good communication skills, 
you can transfer your valuable knowledge 
with your audience, make long-lasting 
relationships with your customers, understand 
your target audience. 
“GOOD MARKETING IS ALL ABOUT 
GOOD COMMUNICATION” 
 CONCLUSION 
 
I am so glad you made it this far, I hope it was 
worth reading. Let's summarize every 
Important Ingredient- 
√ Marketing starts before creating the 
products, it starts with understanding the 
customer and their needs. 
√ Marketing is a game of experiment 
somethings work and some don't 
√ Now that you have created a product/Service 
for your target audience time to show the 
world. You can do that by Traditional or 
Digital marketing according to you and your 
business needs. 
√While using Digital marketing as your 
platform you can use Integrated digital 
marketing for more visibility, awareness, and 
sales. 
√ Finally, build trust between your customer 
and your brand and put more effort into 
personal branding. and that trust affects what 
you will see on your product/service/brand. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHY TOBACCO CAN’T BAN 
IN INDIA? 

 
-BY Divyansh (II sem) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Well, every non-smoker or people who hate 
tobacco things why cigarette, tobacco doesn’t 
ban in India. But the reality is that tobacco 
can’t ban in India according to these facts. 
 
Introduction 
India is the second-largest producer in the 
world with an estimated production of 800 
million kg. Tobacco use kills nearly six 
million people worldwide each year. 
According to the World Health Organization 
(WHO) estimates, globally, there were 100 
million premature deaths due to tobacco in the 
20th century, and if the current trends of 
tobacco use continue, this number is expected 
to rise to 1 billion in the 21st century. India's 
tobacco problem is very complex, with large 
use of a variety of smoking forms and an array 
of smokeless tobacco products. Many of these 
products are manufactured as cottage and 
small-scale industries using varying mixtures 
and widely differing processes of 
manufacturing. [8] Bidis are mostly 
manufactured in the unorganized sector while 
cigarettes are mainly manufactured in large-
scale industries. Why the government doesn’t 
ban these hazardous and dangerous things in 
India. There are two simple reasons why govt. 
doesn’t ban this in India.  

MANAGEMENT TERMS 

• Infrastructure - the basic systems and 

equipment needed for an industry or 

business to operate successfully or for 

an activity to happen 
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1. Revenue  
 
I talk about tax revenue from cigarettes across 
India in the fiscal year 2019 was 
approximately 348 billion Indian rupees, an 
increase from previous fiscal years. Most of 
the tax revenue from tobacco comes from the 
sale of legal cigarettes from the organized 
market. Taxation of tobacco products varies 
based on products – cigarettes are more 
expensive than bidis. The Indian government 
had increased excise duty on cigarettes and 
other tobacco products over the year, while the 
sale use of e-cigarettes was banned in 
September 2019. Taxation was meant to make 
tobacco products less affordable, 
unfortunately, this has not influenced 
consumption as tobacco taxes are not regularly 
adjusted for inflation. The state-owned 
company, life insurance corporation had a 28 
percent stake in ITC. The share prices of the 
Indian largest tobacco country, ITC fell 
considerably following a proposed tax hike on 
cigarettes by the central government in the 
fiscal year 2020. The government also 
received tobacco-related revenue from 
prosecutions for smoking while driving. For 
instance, the Delhi traffic police had 
prosecuted nearly four thousand cases in 
2018.  

 
 

 "There is established data that India is a 
leading tobacco exporter with exports of leaf 
tobacco and tobacco products contributing 
around Rs 6,000 crore annually in terms of 
foreign exchange to the government. "Out of 
the total net exports, the non-manufactured 
tobacco has a significant share amounting to 
Rs 4,173 crore, and the balance of around Rs 
1,830 crore includes tobacco products like 
cigars, cheroots, cigarillos, and cigarettes, the 
report said. 
  
  
2. Employment  
India is an underdeveloped country and 
already fighting employment problems. In its 
latest study on the economic aspect of tobacco, 
industry chamber Assocham has found that the 
sector contributes a whopping Rs 11,79,498 
crore to the Indian economy and employs an 
estimated 4.57 crore people. The tobacco 
sector is ranged from farmers, who are 
involved in its cultivation, along with 
farmworkers and labourers, processing units, 
transporters, trade channel, manufacturing 
units, brand owners as well as to the exports 
operations, the chamber said.  
 

 
 
"It has been well known that about 45.7 
million people in India depend on the tobacco 
sector for their livelihoods. It comprises six 
million farmers, 20 million farm labors, four 
million leaf pluckers, 8.5 million workers in 
processing, manufacturing, and exports, and 
7.2 million workers in retailing and trading," 
the study said. On the farming conditions, the 
report said tobacco is produced in the worst 
farming belts of the country with poor soil  
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quality unfit to grow many other crops. 
"Tobacco growing is highly labour intensive, 
yet remunerative compared to food crops. It 
can grow on the soil of poor fertility and can 
withstand variations in weather conditions 
better than other crops, especially in the states 
of Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, and Gujarat,". 
The previous studies also did not assess the 
compounding effect of the tobacco sector on 
the livelihoods of people, who indirectly earn, 
such as people engaged in packaging, 
warehousing, flavour and fragrance, paper, 
jute, menthe, areca nut, transporters along 
with input industries like fertilizers and 
pesticides.   
 
 I know the above-cited reasons are not 
enough to justify the harm that tobacco causes 
in society. Let's assume for a moment that 
government bans tobacco in India. 
Consequences of this include: 

✓ Tobacco starts trading in the black 
market same as Marijuana or cannabis 
or weed.  

✓ Tobacco is a highly taxable 
commodity through which 
government earns a lot of revenue if 
tobacco starts trading in the black 
market people will be still consuming 
tobacco but the government would not 
be getting any tax revenue. 

✓ 45 million is a very high number of 
people that are employed in the 
industry. In a country like India 
ripping this number of people will only 
going to increase the poverty level. 

                                       

 
 

 

MENTAL HEALTH 

DURING ISOLATION 
                                                                          
BY Anshul Rathor (II sem) 
 
EMBRACE THE OUTDOORS 
Lockdown isn’t quite so straightforward as it 
may seem. You’re not under house arrest, 
you’re simply limiting your exposure to 
others. This is important to note because 
seasonal depression is a reality for many, with 
those from minority backgrounds often feeling 
additional stress at this time of year. One of the 
key ways to combat depression and anxiety is 
to get outside. This year, you just have to make 
plans to go about things safely. 
HOW DOES IT IMPACT ON MENTAL 

HEALTH & LIFE? 
Isolation can increase the risks of mental 
health issues such as depression, dementia, 
social anxiety, and low self-esteem. Isolation 
and mental health issues can also interact with 
one another in a feedback loop. 
DOES ISOLATION LEAD TO 

DEPRESSION? 
Yes, isolation can absolutely trigger 
depression and it's often one of the most 
common accompaniments of depression in a 
cyclical sense; isolation works as a symptom 
and precursor of depression. 
SYMPTOMS OF ISOLATION? 
 It sounds like you're just stuck in a rut at the 
moment with everyone feels lonely from time 
to time, but long periods of loneliness or social 
isolation can have a negative impact on your 
physical, mental and social health. Some signs 
include Physical symptoms – aches and pains, 
headaches, illness or worsening of medical 
conditions holiday blues. 
 

 

 

 

 

MANAGEMENT TERMS 

• Laisser-faire also laissez-faire- the idea 

that governments should do as little to 

the economy as possible and allow 

private business to develop without the 

state controlling or influencing them 
•  
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The Global Economic 

Outlook During the 

COVID-19 Pandemic 
 
-BY Chetna Singh (II sem) 

 
The COVID-19 pandemic has spread with 
alarming speed, infecting millions and 
bringing economic activity to a near-standstill 
as countries imposed tight restrictions on 
movement to halt the spread of the virus. 
 

 
       
An empty highway in Dubai during the 
coronavirus pandemic. Above the highway, a 
sign reads "Stay Safe, Stay Home 
As the health and human toll grows, the 
economic damage is already evident and 
represents the largest economic shock the 
world has experienced in decades. 
The June 2020 Global Economic 
Prospects describes both the immedate and 
near-term outlook for the impact of the 
pandemic and the long-term damage it has 
dealt with prospects for growth. The baseline 
forecast envisions a 
5.2 percent contraction in global GDP in 2020, 
using market exchange rate weights—the 
deepest global recession in decades, despite 
the extraordinary efforts of governments to 
counter the downturn with fiscal and monetary 
policy support. Over the longer horizon, the 
deep recessions triggered by the pandemic are 
expected to leave lasting scars through lower 
investment, an 
 
 erosion of human capital through lost work  
 
 

and schooling, and fragmentation of global 
trade and supply linkages. 
The crisis highlights the need for urgent  
 
action to cushion the pandemic’s health and 
economic consequences, protect vulnerable 
populations, and set the stage for a lasting 
recovery. For emerging market and 
developing countries, many of which face 
daunting vulnerabilities, it is critical to 
strengthen public health systems, address the 
challenges posed by informality, and 
implement reforms that will support strong 
and sustainable growth once the health crisis 
abates. 

Historic contraction 
of per capita income 

The pandemic is expected to plunge most 
countries into recession in 2020, with per 
capita income contracting in the largest 
fraction of countries globally since 1870. 
Advanced economies are projected to shrink 7 
percent. That weakness will spill over to the 
outlook for emerging market and developing 
economies, who are forecast to contract by 2.5 
percent as they cope with their domestic 
outbreaks of the virus. This would represent 
the weakest showing by this group of 
economies in at least sixty years. 
  
"The crisis highlights the need for urgent 
action to cushion the pandemic’s health and 
economic consequences, protect vulnerable 
populations, and set the stage for a lasting 
recovery." 

Most countries are expected to face 

recessions in 2020 

Every region is subject to substantial growth 
downgrades. East Asia and the Pacific will 
grow by a scant 0.5%. South Asia will contract 
by 2.7%, Sub- Saharan Africa by 2.8%, 
Middle East and North Africa by 4.2%, 
Europe and Central Asia by 4.7%, and Latin 
America by 7.2%. These downturns are 
expected to reverse years of progress toward 
development goals and tip tens of millions of 
people back into extreme poverty. 
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Emerging market and developing economies  
will be buffeted by economic headwinds from 
multiple quarters: pressure on 

 
 
weak health care systems, loss of trade and 
tourism, dwindling remittances, subdued 
capital flows, and tight financial conditions 
amid mounting debt. 
Exporters of energy or industrial commodities 
will be particularly hard hit. The pandemic and 
efforts to contain it have triggered an 
unprecedented collapse in oil demand and a 
crash in oil prices. Demand for metals and 
transport-related commodities such as rubber 
and platinum used for vehicle parts has also 
tumbled. While agriculture markets are well 
supplied globally, trade restrictions and supply 
chain disruptions could yet raise food security 
issues in some places. 
      

 
A worker wears a mask in Sub-Saharan Africa. © Lucian 

Coman/Shutterstock 

  
A possibility of even worse outcomes 
 
Even this bleak outlook is subject to great 
uncertainty and significant downside risks. 
The forecast assumes that the pandemic 
recedes in such a way that domestic mitigation 
measures can be lifted by mid-year in 
advanced economies and later in  
 

developing countries, that adverse global spill 
overs ease during the second half of  
 
2020, and those widespread financial crises 
are avoided. This scenario would envision 
global growth reviving, albeit modestly, to 
4.2% in 2021. 
However, this view may be optimistic. Should 
COVID-19 outbreaks persist, should 
restrictions on movement be extended or 
reintroduced, or should disruptions to 
economic activity be prolonged, the recession 
could be deeper. Businesses might find it hard 
to service debt, heightened risk aversion could 
lead to climbing borrowing costs, and 
bankruptcies and defaults could result in 
financial crises in many countries. Under this 
downside scenario, global growth could shrink 
by almost 8% in 2020. 
Looking at the speed with which the crisis has 
overtaken the global economy may provide a 
clue to how deep the recession will be. The 
sharp pace of global growth forecast 
downgrades points to the possibility of yet 
further downward revisions and the need for 
additional action by policymakers in the 
coming months to support economic activity. 
  

The COVID-19 recession has seen the 

fastest, steepest downgrades in consensus 

growth projections among all global 

recessions since 

A particularly concerning aspect of the 
outlook is the humanitarian and economic toll 
the global recession will take on economies 
with extensive informal sectors that make up 
an estimated one-third of the GDP and about 
70% of total employment in emerging markets 
and developing economies. 
Policymakers must consider innovative 
measures to deliver income support to these 
workers and credit support to these businesses. 
 
Long-term damage to potential output, 
productivity growth 
 
The June 2020 Global Economic  

13 



 
 
Prospects looks beyond the near-term outlook 
to what may be lingering repercussions of the 
deep global recession: setbacks to potential 
output—the level of output an economy can 
achieve at full capacity and full 
employment—and labor productivity. Efforts 
to contain COVID-19 in emerging and 
developing economies, including low-income 
economies with limited health care capacity, 
could precipitate deeper and longer 
recessions—exacerbating a multi-decade 
trend of slowing potential growth and 
productivity growth. Many emerging and 
developing economies were already 
experiencing weaker growth before this crisis; 
the shock of COVID-19 now makes the 
challenges these economies face even harder. 
   

  
Another important feature of the current 
landscape is the historic collapse in oil 
demand and oil prices. Low oil prices are 
likely to provide, at best, temporary initial 
support to growth once restrictions to 
economic activity are lifted. However, even  
 
after demand recovers, adverse impacts on 
energy exporters may outweigh any benefits to 
activity in energy importers. 
 
 

 Low oil prices offer an opportunity for oil 
producers to diversify their economies. In 
addition, the recent oil price plunge may 
provide further momentum to undertake 
energy subsidy reforms and deepen them once 
the immediate health crisis subsides. 
In the face of this disquieting outlook, the 
immediate priority for policymakers is to 
address the health crisis and contain the short-
term economic damage. Over the longer term, 
authorities need to undertake comprehensive 
reform programs to improve the fundamental 
drivers of economic growth once the crisis 
lifts. 
Policies to rebuild both in the short and long-
term entail strengthening health services and 
putting in place targeted stimulus measures to 
help 
 
 reignite growth, including support for the 
private sector and getting money directly to 
people. During the mitigation period, 
countries should focus on sustaining economic 
activity with support for households, firms, 
and essential services. 
Global coordination and cooperation—of the 
measures needed to slow the spread of the 
pandemic, and of the economic actions needed 
to alleviate the economic damage, including 
international support—provide the greatest 
chance of achieving public health goals and 
enabling a robust global recovery. 
  
Coronavirus: How the pandemic has changed 
the world economy 
The coronavirus pandemic has reached 

almost every country in the world. 
Its spread has left national economies and 
businesses counting the costs, as governments 
struggle with new lockdown measures to 
tackle the spread of the virus. 
Despite the development of new vaccines, 
many are still wondering what recovery could 
look like. 
Here is a selection of charts and maps to help 
you understand the economic impact of the  
virus so far. 
 
 
 
 14 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2020/06/08/the-global-economic-outlook-during-the-covid-19-pandemic-a-changed-world
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2020/06/08/the-global-economic-outlook-during-the-covid-19-pandemic-a-changed-world
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2020/06/08/the-global-economic-outlook-during-the-covid-19-pandemic-a-changed-world
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2020/06/08/the-global-economic-outlook-during-the-covid-19-pandemic-a-changed-world
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2020/06/08/the-global-economic-outlook-during-the-covid-19-pandemic-a-changed-world
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2020/06/08/the-global-economic-outlook-during-the-covid-19-pandemic-a-changed-world
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2020/06/08/the-global-economic-outlook-during-the-covid-19-pandemic-a-changed-world
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2020/06/08/the-global-economic-outlook-during-the-covid-19-pandemic-a-changed-world
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2020/06/08/the-global-economic-outlook-during-the-covid-19-pandemic-a-changed-world


Global shares in flux 
Big shifts in stock markets, where shares in 
companies are bought and sold, can affect the 
value of pensions or individual savings 
accounts (Isas). 
The FTSE, Dow Jones Industrial Average, and 
the Nikkei all saw huge falls as the number of 
Covid-19 cases grew in the first months of the 
crisis. 
The major Asian and US stock markets have 
recovered following the announcement of the 
first vaccine in November, but the FTSE is still 
in negative territory. 
The FTSE dropped 14.3% in 2020, its worst 
performance since 2008. 

 
 
In response, central banks in many countries, 
including the UK, have slashed interest rates. 
That should, in theory, make borrowing 
cheaper and encourage spending to boost the 
economy. 
Some markets recovered ground in January 
this year, but this is a normal tendency known 
as the "January effect". 
Analysts are worried that the possibility of 
further lockdowns and delays in vaccination 
programs might trigger more market volatility 
this year. 
A difficult year for job seekers 
Many people have lost their jobs or seen their 
incomes cut. Unemployment rates have 
increased across major economies. 

 
  
In the United States, the proportion of people  
 
out of work hit a yearly total of 8.9%, 
according to the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), signaling an end to a decade of job 
expansion. 
Millions of workers have also been put on 
government-supported job retention schemes 
as parts of the economy, such as tourism and 
hospitality, have come to a near standstill. 
The number of new job opportunities is still 
very low in many countries. 
Job vacancies in Australia have returned to the 
same level of 2019, but they are lagging in 
France, Spain, the UK, and several other 
countries. 
 

 
  
Some experts have warned it could be years 
before levels of employment return to those  
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seen before the pandemic. 
Most countries now in recession 
If the economy is growing, that generally 
means more wealth and more new jobs. 
It's measured by looking at the percentage 
change in gross domestic product, or the value 
of goods and services produced, typically over 
three months or a year. 
The IMF estimates that the global economy 
shrunk by 4.4% in 2020. The organization 
described the decline as the worst since the 
Great Depression of the 1930s. 
The only major economy to grow in 2020 was 
China. It registered a growth of 2.3%. The 
IMF is, however, predicting global growth of 
5.2% in 2021. 
 

 
  
That will be driven primarily by countries 
such as India and China, forecast to grow by 
8.8% and 8.2% respectively. 
Recovery in big, services-reliant, economies 
that have been hit hard by the outbreak, such 
as the UK or Italy, is expected to be slow. 
Travel still far from taking off 
The travel industry has been badly damaged, 
with airlines cutting flights and customers 
canceling business trips and holidays. 
New variants of the virus - discovered only in 
recent months - have forced many countries to 
introduce tighter travel restrictions. 
Data from the flight tracking service Flight 
Radar 24 shows that the number of flights 
globally took a huge hit in 2020 and it is still a 
long way from recovery. 

 
 
The hospitality sector has shut its doors 
worldwide 
The hospitality sector has been hit hard, with 
millions of jobs and many companies 
bankrupt. 
Data from Transparent - an industry-leading 
intelligence company that covers over 35 
million hotel and rental listings worldwide  
 
- has registered a fall in reservations in all the 
top travel destinations. 
 

 
 
Billions of dollars have been lost in 2020 and 
although the forecast for 2021 is better, many 
analysts believe that international travel and 
tourism won't return to the normal pre-
pandemic levels until around 2025. 
Shopping... at home 
Retail footfall has seen unprecedented falls as 
shoppers stayed at home. New variants and 
surges in cases have made problems worse. 
Pedestrian numbers have fallen further from 
the first lockdown, according to research firm 
ShopperTrak, 
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Separate research suggests that consumers are 
still feeling anxious about their return to 
stores. Accountancy giant EY says 67% of  
 
 
customers are now not willing to travel more 
than 5 kilometres for shopping. 
This change in shopping behaviour has 
significantly boosted online retail, with global 
revenue of $3.9 trillion in 2020. 
Pharmaceutical companies among the winners 
Governments around the world have pledged 
billions of dollars for a Covid-19 vaccine and 
treatment options. 
Shares in some pharmaceutical companies 
involved in vaccine development have shot 
up. 
Moderna, Novavax and AstraZeneca have 
seen significant rises. But Pfizer has seen its 
share price fall. The partnership with 
BioNTech, the high cost of production and 
management of the vaccine, and the growing 
number of same-size competitors have 
reduced the investors' trust in the company to 
have bigger revenue in 2021. 
 

 

 
Several pharmaceutical firms have started 
already distributing doses and many countries 
have started their vaccination programs. Many 
more - such as Johnson & Johnson and 
Sanofi/GSK - will join the vaccine distribution 
during 2021. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

MANAGEMENT TERMS 

• Loophole - a small mistake in a law that 

makes it possible to do something the law is 

supposed to prevent you from doing or to 

avoid doing something that the law is 

supposed to make you do 
 

Azim Hashim Premjia 72 years old Indian 

business magnet, is the chairman of Wipro Limited 

and also known as Czar of Indian IT Industry. His 

net worth is US$17.8 billion. He also established 

Azim Premji University and Azim Premji 

Foundation. He is the first Indian individual who signed up for ‘The Giving Pledge’. He stated that, “I 
strongly believe that those of us, who are 

privileged to have wealth, should contribute 

significantly to try and create a better world for the millions who are far less privileged”. 
 

Mukesh Dhirubhai Ambani is an Indian business 

tycoon who is the Managing Director and 

Chairman of Reliance Industries Limited (RIL). Recently, he became the Asia’s Richest individual 
with the Net worth US$44.6 billion. He owned the 

18th position as the wealthiest person in the 

world.  In 1966, Father of Mukesh Ambani, Late 

Dhirubhai Ambani founded the reliance as a small 

textile manufacturer. In 2016, Reliance has launched the 4G Telecom services named as ‘Jio’ 
that boomed the telecom market instantly with 

160 million users. 
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Animal testing should be 
banned 
 

 

 

 

By Sandhya Jindal (II sem) 

Animal testing is a kind of scientific 
experimentation that uses animals to see what 
intended effects and side effects a wide 
variety of chemicals and products might have 
on humans. 
  
That’s the beginning of the definition of 
animal testing from a human perspective. 
What about the animal perspective? Imagine 
spending your life stuck in a room no bigger 
than a shower. You can’t move around too 
much. You can barely stretch your legs. And 
every day, they inject you with chemicals that 
make your skin burn and your eyes itch. That 
is the reality for 
many animals in laboratories around the 
world. 
  
And the ones that only have burning skin and 
itchy eyes — they are getting off easy. 
 

 
 
What is Animal testing? 

Animal testing has many different definitions 
depending on the source or the person you 

ask. Many people consider animal testing to 
be valuable for advances in 

 
 
human health, the development of cosmetics, 
and the discovery of cures and medications. 
Yet to achieve these goals, the different kinds 
of tests performed on the laboratory animals 
range from the sad and unnecessary to the 
cruel and unusual. 
  
Testing subjects these animals to a confined 
life that is full of suffering and isolation. 
Many of the animals subjected to animal 

testing end up dying as a result of the testing. 
Animals can, for example, be shaved so that 
a range of ingredients for a wide variety of 
different products can be rubbed into their 
bare skin, to check for any reactions. Testers 
pour chemicals into the animals’ eyes and 
leave them there without rinsing them out 
with water. Again, this is done to see what the 
effects are. 
  
The laboratory animals can even have their 
genes engineered and manipulated to test all 
sorts of wild ideas. The mouse with the 
human ear-shaped tissue on its back is just 
the beginning. 
Remember the glow-in-the-dark rabbits? 
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So what kinds of industries are performing 
tests on animals? 
  
You’d be surprised, and perhaps even 
shocked, to learn just how many products 
there are out there (and likely in your house) 
that were concocted using chemicals that 
were tested on animals. Luckily, there are a 
lot of companies that have felt the burn of 
consumers pushing back against their use of 
animals and stopped, but that number is far 
lower than it should be. 
  
Let’s take a look at some of the industries out 
there that are still guilty of animal testing. 
  
More Than 100 Million Animals Are 

Tested and Killed Every Year 
 
 This statistic — published by PETA 
- may seem shocking, but the reality is 
probably even worse than you think. Because 
this is just 
the estimated number of animals that are 
killed in labs due to animal testing each 
year in the United States alone. 
  
These tests happen in the following 
environments: 
  

o Universities by medical 
students 

o Pharmaceutical labs while 
creating and testing new drugs 

o Cosmetic and cleansing 
product labs where they test 
chemicals for future products 

o USDA labs to breed cows and 
chickens with characteristics 
that agricultural businesses 
desire 

  
Many other industries test animals and 
contribute to this shocking death count. And 
this number doesn’t take into account how 

many of the animals survive the testing. 
These animals are worse off as they will 
continue to be subjected to more tests and 
associated cruelty. 
  
Industries That Use Animals for Testing 
The use of animal testing spans more 
industries than you probably think. From 
cosmetic companies and the pharmaceutical 
industry to shampoo companies and 
detergent brands, countless companies 
around the world are mistreating animals in 
 
the pursuit of putting out new products. 
  
Like factory farming, this turns animals into 
pieces on an assembly line, in an efficiency-
obsessed society bent on increasing 
production and maximizing profits. And 
depending on where the labs are and who is 
in charge of them, the treatment and well-
being of the animals can go from mediocre to 
downright awful. 
  
But what is clear, even to those who aren’t 
that concerned with the treatment of animals 
in general, is that the animals receiving the 
best treatment while being subjected to 
testing in labs are still experiencing a 
nightmarish situation — a situation where 
they have zero rights, no freedom, and face a 
lifetime filled with stress and fear. 
  
Cosmetics 
The cosmetics industry might be one of the 
most famous — or rather, infamous — 
industries that use animals to test products 
that are in development. 
  
The chemicals that are used in makeup, 
creams, lotions, and balms are typically 
tested on animals to see what kind of reaction 
could potentially occur in humans once the 
product is available on 
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shelves. And that’s one of the scariest aspects 
of animal testing (beyond, of course, the 
treatment and suffering of the animals). 
 
 A core notion in animal testing is that it isn’t 
“perfect”. The side 
effects that might impact a rabbit or a rat 
thanks to a chemical added to a certain hand 
cream might not occur in a human. And when 
that is the case, it means that the animal was 
caged, tested against its will, potentially 
suffered greatly from the impact of the 
chemicals and the handling, and was never 
able to experience any kind of freedom of 
choice, for absolutely no positive reason. 
  
When buying cosmetic products, it’s 
extremely important to know who you’re 
buying from and whether or not the 
companies you support are testing their 
products on animals. If you aren’t aware of 
which cosmetic companies are testing on 
animals, you could very well be inadvertently 
supporting the abuse and suffering of animals 
with your dollars. When you are shopping for 
products, ask questions and do your research. 
  
And if you find out that a company you have 
been buying from is, indeed, testing on 
animals, then hit them where it hurts: their 
bottom line. Stop buying from cosmetic 
companies that test on animals. Let them 
know with a letter, with posts on social 
media, and with the most important, time-
tested way to drive change in a capitalist 
society: spending your dollars with the 
competition. 
  
Cleaning Products 
 It’s quite incredible how many 
cleaning products exist, and how many of the 
companies responsible for them test on 
animals. From air fresheners and dish soap to 
glass cleaners and stain removers, many 
companies test chemicals on animals while 
developing their cleaning products. 

  
Countless household 

cleaning products  have been tested on 
animals, from glass cleaners like Windex to 
bathroom disinfectants like Lysol, from 
laundry detergents like Tide to dish soaps like 
Dawn. Luckily, there are many cruelty-free 
alternatives out there if you are willing to 
look a little harder and perhaps spend a little 
more. But if you care about the well-being of 
animals and supporting companies that 
believe in the rights of animals to live without 
suffering, then it’s worth doing a bit more 
research into what you are buying. 
  
Personal Hygiene 
 

      
Like to pamper yourself? There is a very 
good chance that you use products that were 
tested on animals. 
  
Personal care products should be subject to 
testing because, like cosmetics, they’re used 
on human skin. But it shouldn’t be animals 
who pay the price for our comfort and vanity. 
Human products should be tested on humans, 
as we’ll discuss a bit later. 
 Again, do your research. Look for 
companies that produce personal hygiene 
products without testing them on animals 
first. The more you vote with your wallet, the 
more big companies will pay attention to 
what consumers want: cruelty-free consumer 
products. 
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Why Animal Testing Needs to Stop 
There are obvious reasons why animal testing 
needs to stop — the cruelty and the 
unnecessary torture and killing of innocent 
animals — but there are also many other 
reasons, which we’ll examine below. 
 
Animal Testing is Unethical and Cruel 
This is the most obvious reason, and why so 
many animal activists around the world 
protest against and boycott companies that 
test their products on animals. 
  
Every sentient creature deserves to live a life 
without suffering at the hands of humans. It’s 
unconscionable how poorly these 
animals are treated. If you visit a lab, you’ll 
see that the animals spend much of their time 
screaming, trying to escape, or lying 
miserably on the floors of their cages. 
 
It’s Archaic 
Human beings have evolved as a species. At 
one time, we might have needed to prey on 
animals to survive, but that’s not the case 
anymore. Think of all the technology and 
devices available to us today, the vast 
repositories of data found in hard drives all 
over the world. If we’re still using the same 
cruel methods to test consumer products, 
there’s something wrong. We’re either too 
lazy to innovate or too cruel to recognize that 
alternatives exist. Animal testing is on the 
wrong side of history, and I invite you to do 
your part to actively end it. 
  
It’s Not Necessary 
We’ve mentioned chemicals and 
compounds that adversely impact 
the human body, whether it’s rashes or hives 
on the skin, upset stomach, or dizziness, and 
the truth is we already have a very good 
understanding of these interactions. By 
avoiding those chemicals and compounds, 
we can create consumer products without the 
need for animal testing. Many substances are 

natural cleansers, for instance, that preclude 
the need for harsh chemicals. The same goes 
for cosmetic formulas. 
  
One trend that needs to be enforced is the 
open sharing of information within the 
industry. If one company recognizes that a 
chemical can cause adverse effects in 
humans, it should publish that information. 
That way, other companies don’t 
test animals to see how that same the 
chemical reacts with skin, hair, or the inner 
body. 
  
The Results of Animal Testing Are Not 

Reliable 
While we share lots of characteristics (and 
even genetic material) with other animals, the 
biological makeup of humans differs in 
significant ways. The same is true for 
creatures throughout the animal kingdom. A 
disease that can be incredibly deadly to 
monkeys might not have any impact on frogs 
or birds. Cats don’t get dogs sick (for the 
most part) because they’re different species. 
  
There are some unfortunate exceptions to 
this, such as the pathogens growing on 
factory farms that jump from livestock to 
humans, pathogens like swine flu or bird flu 
(which is why they have these names). 
  
All species are unique and tend to react 
differently to different diseases, ailments, and 
chemicals. There’s little reason to believe 
that just because a rat doesn’t respond to 
Chemical XYZ, a human being 
won’t, either. Animal testing does not 
eliminate the need to understand how 
something novel affects humans. If animal 
testing was victimless, it would be merely 
redundant. But since it is not victimless, it is 
crueler than anything else. 
It’s Wasteful 
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There are breeding programs designed 
specifically to produce animals for testing. 
These range from rats and rabbits to dogs and 
monkeys. There are even dog farms in the 
U.S., dedicated to breeding dogs purely for 
experimentation. A lot of these animals die. 
The disposal costs of these dead animals are 
considerable. 
  
It costs millions to test these animals, retest 
them, and compare the results to previous 
tests. And a lot of that wasted money 
is taxpayer money — your money. 
  
Alternatives to Animal Testing 
Did you know that there are many different 
alternatives to animal testing? And did you 
know that they are often cheaper, quicker, 
and more effective? 
  
Seems hard to believe, right? 
  
Why would so many companies choose to 
imprison and harm so many animals if there 
are other ways to go about testing new 
products and medicines? 
  
In Vitro Testing 
Using human cells instead of living animals 
is not only a cruelty-free way to test 
consumer products, medications, and more, 
but also a more reliable indicator of how that 
product will interact with human beings. As 
mentioned above, animals don’t have our 
exact biological makeup. A harsh chemical 
might burn rat skin and human skin alike — 
but it might not. 
  
Essentially, in vitro testing involves testing 
products on human cells in a test tube or 
“behind glass.” There’s no cruelty or pain 
involved with this. Scientists can see how 
human cells react to a product visually and 
through microscopy. 
  
Computer Modelling 

There is a ton of technology available to us. 
Computer modelling allows us to see how a 
human organ or even an entire body will react 
to a stimulus without putting anyone in 
danger. Believe it or not, computer modelling 
of the human body has been around since the 
1960s. It began with modelling 
the human heart. And since then, it has of 
course greatly improved. 
  
Computer modelling is even more effective 
than animal testing. We have sufficient data 
to test not only human beings but subsections 
of the population. For instance, what will be 
the difference between men and women 
reacting to a particular product? 
  
Research Using Human Volunteers 
Human volunteers can easily reduce or 
eliminate animal testing in clinical and lab 
settings. People are more than willing to help 
find cures for diseases, for instance, or to 
further the data stores of information about 
the human body. And because humans have 
freedom of choice and an understanding 
of why the testing is happening, including 
any effects 
— something the lab animals will never 
understand — they are much better equipped 
to cope with it. 
  
Human Tissues 
In vitro testing is great, but testing human 
tissues can be even more effective. We can 
see how many groups of cells, perhaps from 
different areas of the body, react to chemicals 
and other products. 
Technology on this front is advancing 
rapidly. 
  
What You Can Do 
The choice should be simple. Animal testing 
is a cruel and outdated practice that 
unnecessarily tortures and kills countless 
animals every single year. It is perfectly 
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possible to continue with your buying habits 
without having blood on your hands. 
  
In Colombia, for example, House 
Representative Juan Carlos 
Losada introduced a bill before 
Congress in August of 2018 will ban animal 
testing for a wide variety of different 
products including (but not limited to): 
cosmetics, cleaning products, and absorbents 
that are used in tampons and diapers. This is 
a great initiative, and if passed will likely 
generate even more momentum outside of 
Colombia. If this happens, likely, other 
passionate politicians who fight for animal 
rights around the world will introduce such 
bills to push for bans on unnecessary animal 
cruelty. We should, however, expect that the 
testing industry currently profiting at the 
expense of animals will fight this progress. 
  
Many companies are adapting to the growing 
movement that doesn’t use animal testing in 
the product development process. Hopefully, 
that number will only grow. As consumers 
become more educated about where they 
spend their money and where their products 
come from (and how they were developed), 
animal testing will become less common, and 
people in the future will look back on it as 
something they can’t believe we used to do. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Climate change is the 

biggest threat that 

humanity is facing today 
 
By: Vanshika Sharma (II sem) 
 
climate change in simple words can be 
defined as the shifts in weather observed 
throughout the period. It has emerged to be 
one of the pressing issues in today's age, 
which can be witnessed with our bare eyes. 
Due to the imbalance in Earth's climate, the 
sustainability of the planet's ecosystem has 
come under threat; and so has the future of 
civilization and the vitality of the global 
economy. 
The rise in temperature due to transportation, 
industrial practices, deforestation, and other 
human activities are directly responsible for 
causing greenhouse gas emissions; ultimately 
leading to climate change. 
Climate change furthermore increases the 
formation of more destructive weather 
phenomena like drought, fires, extinction of 
animal and plant species, overrunning of 
rivers and lakes, and destruction of the food 
chain and economic resources, especially in 
developing countries like India. 
 
This is a global issue and we can already see 
visible impacts on the environment -glaciers 
have shrunk, rivers and lakes are soaking up, 
plants and animal ranges have changed, and 
trees are blooming sooner than usual. One of 
the main causes of all these environmental 
issues is the unconditional exploitation of 
biological resources and the devastation of 
humans' environment. 
It is to be noted that global warming is said to 
be of "anthropogenic origin"(environmental 
pollution and pollutants originated by human 
activity). 
This implies the current factors contributing 
to rising global warming are not nature-
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induced, rather an outcome of human 
practices, in a quest to advance industrial 
growth and strengthen the global economy. 
The global climate is propelled to experience 
furthermore changes over time and beyond. 
After a few decades, the extent of climate 
change relies primarily on the proportion of 
heat-trapping gases emitted globally and how 
sensitive the Earth's climate is to those 
emissions that are largely man-made. 

 

Anthropogenic causes of climate change 

 

Humans—more specifically, the greenhouse 
gas (CHG) emissions we generate—are the 
leading cause of the earth's rapidly changing 
climate. Greenhouse gases play an important 
role in keeping the planet warm enough to 
inhabit. But the amount of these gases in our 
atmosphere has skyrocketed in recent 
decades. According to the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), 
concentrations of carbon dioxide, methane, 
and nitrous oxides "have increased to levels 
unprecedented in at least the last 800,000 
years." Indeed, the atmosphere's share of 
carbon dioxide—the planet's chief climate 
change contributor—has risen by 40 percent 
since preindustrial times. 
 

 
 
A waterfront factory pumping out clouds of 
smoke 
The burning of fossil fuels like coal, oil, and 
gas for electricity, heat, and transportation is 

the primary source of human-generated 
emissions. A second major source is 
deforestation, which releases sequestered 
carbon into the air. It's estimated that logging, 
clear-cutting, fires, and other forms of forest 
degradation contribute up to 20 percent of 
global carbon emissions. Other human 
activities that generate air pollution include 
fertilizer use (a primary source of nitrous 
oxide emissions), livestock production 
(cattle, buffalo, sheep, and goats are major 
methane emitters), and certain industrial 
processes that release fluorinated gases. 
Activities like agriculture and road 
construction can change the reflectivity of the 
earth's surface, leading to local warming or 
cooling, too. 
Though our planet's forests and oceans 
absorb greenhouse gases from the 
atmosphere through photosynthesis and other 
processes, these natural carbon sinks can't 
keep up with our rising emissions. The 
resulting buildup of greenhouse gases is 
causing alarmingly fast warming worldwide. 
It's estimated that the earth's average 
temperature rose by about 1 degree 
Fahrenheit during the 20th century. If that 
doesn't sound like much, consider this: When 
the last ice age ended and the northeastern 
United States was covered by more than 
3,000 feet of ice, average temperatures were 
just 5 to 9 degrees cooler than they are now. 
The effects of global climate change 

According to the World Economic Forum's 
2016 Global Risks Report, the failure to 
mitigate and adapt to climate change will be 
"the most impactful risk" facing communities 
worldwide in the coming decade—ahead 
even of weapons of mass destruction and 
water crises. Blame its cascading effects: As 
climate change transforms global 
ecosystems, it affects everything from the 
places we live to the water we drink to the air 
we breathe. 

Extreme weather 
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A view of the Seine river flood in Paris near 
Bir-Hakeim bridge, which reached a 30-year 
high in June 2016 
As the earth's atmosphere heats up, it collects, 
retains, and drops more water, changing 
weather patterns and making wet areas wetter 
and dry areas drier. Higher temperatures 
worsen and increase the frequency of many 
types of disasters, including storms, floods, 
heatwaves, and droughts. These events can 
have devastating and costly consequences, 
jeopardizing access to clean drinking water, 
fueling out-of-control wildfires, damaging 
property, creating hazardous material spills, 
polluting the air, and leading to loss of life. 
Dirty air 

 
Smog in Turin, Italy 
Air pollution and climate change are 
inextricably linked, with one exacerbating 
the other. When the earth's temperatures rise, 
not only does our air gets dirtier—with smog 
and soot levels going up—but there are also 
more allergenic air pollutants such as 
circulating mold (thanks to damp conditions 

from extreme weather and more floods) and 
pollen (due to longer, stronger pollen 
seasons). 
 

Health risks 

 
The Aedes mosquito can spread serious 
diseases such as dengue fever, yellow fever, 
and the Zika virus. 
According to the World Health Organization, 
"climate change is expected to cause 
approximately 250,000 additional deaths per 
year" between 2030 and 2050. As global 
temperatures rise, so do the number of 
fatalities and illnesses from heat stress, 
heatstroke, and cardiovascular and kidney 
disease. As air pollution worsens, so does 
respiratory health—particularly for the 300 
million people living with asthma worldwide; 
there's more airborne pollen and mold to 
torment hay fever and allergy sufferers, too. 
Extreme weather events, such as severe 
storms and flooding, can lead to injury, 
drinking water contamination, and storm 
damage that may compromise basic 
infrastructure or lead to community 
displacement. Indeed, historical models 
suggest the likelihood of being displaced by 
a disaster is now 60 percent higher than it was 
four decades ago—and the largest increases 
in displacement are driven by weather and 
climate-related events. (It's worth noting that 
displacement comes with its health threats, 
such as increases in urban crowding, trauma, 
social unrest, lack of clean water, and 
transmission of infectious diseases.) A 
warmer, wetter world is also a boon for 
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insect-borne diseases such as dengue fever, 
West Nile virus, and Lyme disease. 
 

Rising seas 

 
Aerial of the Marshall Islands landscape, 
which are feeling the effects of rising sea 
levels 
The Arctic is heating twice as fast as any 
other place on the planet. As its ice sheets 
melt into the seas, our oceans are on track to 
rise one to four feet higher by 2100, 
threatening coastal ecosystems and low-lying 
areas. Island nations face particular risk, as 
do some of the world's largest cities, 
including New York, Miami, Mumbai, and 
Sydney. 
Warmer more acidic oceans 

 
Fish and corals near Limestone 
Island, Indonesia 
The earth's oceans absorb between one-
quarter and one-third of our fossil fuel 
emissions and are now 30 percent more 
acidic than they were in preindustrial times. 
This acidification poses a serious threat to 
underwater life, particularly creatures with 

calcified shells or skeletons like oysters, 
clams, and coral. It can have a devastating 
impact on shellfisheries, as well as the fish, 
birds, and mammals that depend on shellfish 
for sustenance. Rising ocean temperatures 
are also altering the range and population of 
underwater species and contributing to coral 
bleaching events capable of killing entire 
reefs—ecosystems that support more than 25 
percent of all marine life. 
 

Imperiled ecosystems 

 

 
 
Two polar bears on a small ice floe 
Climate change is increasing pressure on 
wildlife to adapt to changing habitats—and 
fast. Many species are seeking out cooler 
climates and higher altitudes, altering 
seasonal behaviors, and adjusting traditional 
migration patterns. These shifts can 
fundamentally transform entire ecosystems 
and the intricate webs of life that depend on 
them. As a result, according to a 2014 IPCC 
climate change report, many species now 
face "increased extinction risk due to climate 
change." And one 2015 study showed that 
mammals, fish, birds, reptiles, and other 
vertebrate species are disappearing 114 times 
faster than they should be, a phenomenon that 
has been linked to climate change, pollution, 
and deforestation—all interconnected 
threats. On the flip side, milder winters and 
longer summers have enabled some species 
to thrive, including tree-killing insects that 
are endangering the entire forest. 
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Lakshmi Niwas Mittal is of age 68 with 

the net worth of US$17 billion. He is the 

Chairman and CEO of ArcelorMittal, Owner 

of Karrick Limited and the Co-Owner of 

Queens Park Rangers F.C. He is an UK 

based Indian business tycoon also known 

as Steel Magnate or King of Steel, and his 

ArcelorMittal is the largest steel 

manufacturing company worldwide. On a side note, his daughter’s wedding was 
recorded as the second most expensive 

wedding in history which cost Rs.240 

crore. 

 

Pallonji Shapoorji Mistry is the 89 years 

old Indian-born Irish business tycoon with 

a net worth US$19.8 billion. He is the 

chairman of Shapoorji Pallonji Group. He 

owns Forbes Textiles, Eureka 

Forbes Limited, Shapoorji Pallonji 

Construction Limited, and the largest 

percentage that is 18.4% of stake in Tata 

Sons. Manoj Namburu wrote a short biography of Mistry in 2008 named as ‘The Moguls of Real Estate’. 
 

Kumar Mangalam Birla, the chairman of Aditiya 

Birla Group, is an Indian business magnet with the 

net worth of US$12 billion as recorded in February 

2018. He is also the of chairman of Indian Institute 

of Technology Delhi, chancellor of the Birla Institute 

of Technology & Science, and chairman of the Indian 

Institute of Management Ahmedabad as well. Birla 

Group deals in Cement, Aluminium, Telecom 

Services, and Finance Services. 

 

Dilip Shanghvi, of 62, is the founder of Sun 

Pharmaceuticals with the net worth of US$10.8 

billion. He started his career by helping in the 

wholesale generic drugs business of his father and 

later on he borrows $200 from his father to start Sun 

Pharmaceuticals. With the growth flow he acquired 

Caraco Pharma (American Company), Taro Pharma 

(Israel Company) to expand Sun. he also bought the 

shares in Ranbaxy which made Sun the largest drug 

company in India and 5th largest in the world. 

 

Gautam Shantilal Adani is a 56 years old Indian 

tycoon who is the founder and chairman of Adani 

Group with the net worth US$7.2 billion. Adani 

Group deals in businesses spanning coal trading, 

ports, power generation, coal mining, logistics, 

agriculture, edible oils, oil & gas exploration, and 

transmission and gas distribution. He started his 

career as a diamond sorter at Mahindra Brothers. 

Adani Group includes Adani Enterprises Limited, 

Adani Power Ltd (APL), and Adani Green Energy. In 

1996, he founded Adani Foundation which is headed 

by his wife Priti Adani who is a dentist and the 

managing trustee of the foundation. Adani Group 

also operates Mudra Port which is the largest 

private sector port in India. 
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